
Varying perspectives 
 

The gospels provide a fascinating look at the life and ministry of Jesus through the eyes of four 

different authors. Each writer—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—gives their unique 

perspective, which can sometimes highlight different details or moments in the same events. This 

doesn’t mean they contradict each other; instead, they complement one another, offering a fuller 

picture. 

 

Take, for example, the Passover meal. Each gospel writer records this significant moment, but 

they emphasize different aspects. Matthew (26:20-25), Mark (14:17-21), Luke (22:14-18), and 

John (13:1-30) all describe it, but John spends more time on Jesus washing the disciples’ feet, a 

detail the others don’t mention. 

 

Similarly, in the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed before His arrest, Matthew (26:36-

46), Mark (14:32-42), and Luke (22:39-46) focus on His prayers and anguish, while John (18:1) 

transitions quickly to the arrival of Judas and Jesus’ arrest. Each writer brings their own lens to 

the moment. 

 

Even at the crucifixion, the accounts vary slightly. Matthew (27:32-44), Mark (15:21-32), Luke 

(23:32-43), and John (19:17-24) all describe Jesus’ journey to the cross and His time there, but 

Luke uniquely includes the conversation between Jesus and the two criminals beside Him. 

 

These varying perspectives remind us that the gospels aren’t just historical records—they’re 

personal accounts written by individuals inspired to share what stood out most to them. 

Together, they give us a richer understanding of these pivotal events in Jesus’ life. 

 


